INDIAN   FREEDOM

arranged lecture at Bombay, But under the
instructions of Lele he stood before the audi-
ence in that empty state of his mind and lo
and behold! there flowed from him a regular
stream of words., words of power and light
that kept the audience spell-bound. This
silence has since remained in him and whatever
he has written and said has all come direct
from the higher planes of wisdom covered by the
great Silence. It was in that meeting that Sri
Aurobindo made the memorable utterance:
"Nationalism is a religion that has come from
God...It has not been crushed. It is not
going to be crushed. Nationalism survives in
the strength of God and it is not possible to
crush it5 whatever weapons are brought against
it. Nationalism is immortal; nationalism cannot
die, because it is no human thing; it is God
who is working in Bengal.33

The Government was then pursuing a policy
of ruthless repression in order to suppress all
Nationalist activities in Bengal. On his return
to Calcutta Sri Aurobindo reiterated in the
Bandemataram: "Nationalism is itself no crea-
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